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READY TO 


‘BEAUTIFY 


Completed and in use, the 2.16-mile stretch of four-lane highway on 
U.S. 64 just east of Raleigh is now undergoing a landscaping operation. 
The median strip (between the two sections of the road shown above) 
is now being prepared for the planting of grass and shubbery, and other 
work will be done along the outer edges of the road. (Photo by W. K. 


Mingis.) 


April Prison Record 
Occasions Praise By 
Chairman Graham 


Raleigh. — Escapes from the 
camps of North Carolina’s prison 
system, at their lowest point for 
six years during March, have re- 
mained low during April despite 
milder weather and have attracted 
the favorable comment of State 
Highway and Public Works Com- 
mission Chairman A. H. Graham. 

Citing the March total of 13 
escapes, Graham noted recently 
that the percentage of prison es- 
capes in North Carolina was ex- 
tremely low when compared with 
the large number of prisoners con- 
fined in the State’s institutions. 
North Carolina’s success in keeping 
the number of escapes low, he stat- 


ed, is a result of a system in which 
ell-behaved prisoners are given 


every opportunity to attain honor 
grade, and in which an attempt is 
made to assign every man to the 
job for which he is best fitted. 
State Penal Director Clyde O. 
Robinson, who concurred with Gra- 
ham in his satisfaction with the 
low number of escapes, said that 
every effort would be made to make 
the escape record even better. The 
approach of warmer weather and 
the increase in the amount of out- 
(Continued on page three) 


PRICE TRENDS 
AND SUPPLY 


BY R. G. KING 
Purchasing Department 


Spending in the U. S. for all 
types of goods promises to increase 
in weeks just ahead. Exports also 
are showing a rising trend after 
dropping in the first quarter of this 


year. That means that business 
activity will remain at a high level 
for some time. A setback is very 
unlikely this year and improbable 
before early 1949. 

Industrial materials are contin- 
ing to rise in price, and commodity 
prices, except farm products, have 
been climbing steadily in recent 
weeks. If the trends continue, a 
new postwar high is indicated soon. 

Rising prices for industrial mate- 
rials reflect the growing demand 
for supplies as industries’ try to 
keep plants operating close to capa- 
city. Pressure of inflation appears 
to have ‘shifted from consumers t 
industrial producers. : 

Farm prices, however, show some 
signs of leveling off at, or near, 
present heights. Grain prices are 
expected to drop if world prospects 
are realized and lower grain prices 
may be expected to bring aa lower 
level of food prices. 

Armament boom is to add to 

(Continued on page three) 


Governor Addresses 
Highway Group At 
Camp Polk Dinner 


Raleigh.—Praising the “loyalty, 
effectiveness and splendid achieve- 
ment” of. North Carolina’s high- 
way employes, Governor R. Gregg 
Cherry told a group of approxi- 
mately 300, assembled at a barbecue 
supper here April 30, that “you 
have done more to promote the pro- 
fgress of ‘the Highway Commission 
during the past three years than in 
any previous three-year: period of 
our history.” ; 

Introduced by Chairman A. H. 
Graham as. “one who has under- 
stood our problmes and has ap- 
preciated the job that every mem- 
ber of the Highway Commission 
organization has been doing,” the 
Governor laid special emphasis up- 
on road progress made in the post- 
war period. “The work you have 
done has been truly effective,” he 
said, and expressed the belief that 
future progress would be even more 
substantial. 

Served at the equipment shops 
at Camp Polk, the barbecue supper 
was served under the sponsorship 
of Equipment Engineer S. C. Aus- 

(Continued on page three) 


FROM AUSTRIA 

Raleigh. — North Carolina’s 
Highway organizational setup has 
commanded widespread interest 
throughout the United States for 
some years, but officials here were 
surprised recently to receive some 
favorable comment from Austria. 


In a letter to Chief Engineer 
W. Vance Baise, Headquarters 
Chief Engineer C. E. H. Smith of 
United States forces in Austria 
has requested detailed information 
on the workings of the State 
Highway and Public Works Com- 
mission. The information, Smith 
wrote, is wanted for study and 
for possible future use in setting 
up a highway administration for 
Austria. 


The request has been answered, 
and in closing his letter to Smith, 
Baise states: “I hope this will 
be of some service to you in as- 
sisting the Government of Austria 
in setting up an efficient highway 
system.” 


Commission Has Routine Session April 29; 


Commissioners Plan Visit To Outer Banks 
fe) 


Raleigh.—At an otherwise rou- 
tine and uneventful meeting on 
April 29, the members of the State 
Highway and Public Works Com- 
mission approved low bids on nine 
of 12 projects included in the April 
27 letting and heard a report that 
all urban Federal Aid funds would 
be utilized by the.end of the fiscal 
year. 

Bids rejected by the Commission 
because they were “too high” af- 
fected projects in Camden, Ran- 
dolph and Forsyth counties. Of the 
total amount of Federal Aid urban 
funds available to the State this 
year, approximately $1,409,000 has 
been spent or placed under contract, 
Chief Engineer W. Vance Baise re- 
ported, leaving approximately $82,- 
000 to be placed under contract by 
June 380. 


Members of the - Commission 
heard, but took no action on a 
request from the Transylvania 
County Commissioners that their 
county, because of its mountainous 
nature, should be allocated a lar- 
ger share of roadbuilding funds. 
Commissioner Merrill Evans of 
Ahoskie noted that all counties 
have special problems jin rbad- 
building and maintenance, and sug- 
gested that the various boards of 
county commissioners agree upon 
the matter when one of them asks 
for a special allocation of funds. 


Claiming the attention of the 
group again, Commissioner Evans 
extended to all ten members a 
second invitation to make a three- 
day visit to the First Division. 
Expressing their desire to make the 
visit as individuals rather than as 
members of the Highway Commis- 
sionners, a majority of the members 
expressed the belief that they could 
make the trip, and set the date 
tentatively for June 3, immediately 
after the Commission meeting. 


Reading a request from the Char- 
lotte Soapbox Derby that a section 
of U.S. 29 west of Charlotte be 
roped off for an afternoon to allow 
the running of the derby there, 
Chairman A. H. Graham received 
the unanimous support of the Com- 
mission in refusing the request. 
Several members of the Commission 
noted that U.S. 29 out of Charlotte 
was one of the most heavily-tra- 
veled traffic arteries in the State, 

(Continued on page three) 
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ESCAPES 

Escapes from North Caro- 
lina’s penal instutions, often 
the subject of unfavorable 
comment and much public at- 
tention, have shown a declin- 
ing trend over the period of 
the past several months which 
definitely indicates that prison 
officials are meeting with 
greater success in the handl- 
ing of their charges. 

The success of a penal sys- 
tem is often a hard thing to 
appraise, and public opinion 
all too often fails to take all 
of the facts into consideration. 
When escapes occur, the criti- 
cism is severe, but when es- 
capes fail to occur, there is 
little recognition of the fact. 

During the month of April, 
Chairman A. H. Graham 
recently announced to the 
press, there were only 13 es- 
capes from the entire State 
penal system. In March, the 
month previous, there were 
only eight escapes. This, said 
Graham, was a matter of 
pride for the officials to whose 
jurisdiction the prisoners 
were asigned. 

But, going a step farther, 
Chairman Graham pointed 
out an even more significant 
fact: a large proportion of 
North Carolina prisoners are 
honor-graders, who frequent- 
‘ly have a comparatively easy 
opportunity to escape, if they 
so desire. The important thing 
is that, while many prisoners 
thus have the opportunity to 
escape, the great majority of 
them make no attempt to do 
so. 


wa 


Zit 
While prison officials have 


Dead Wrong 


Just Izan on the horn 
laud and long! 
That gives me the 
right of way... , 


: SS 
NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL 


Second worst offenders 


hard jobs for which they re-|were the tractor-type trucks. 
ceive little recognition, the re-| Among those on which a check 


cord which they are making in 
their treatment of prisoners 
is one of which they may be 
proud. Under existing condi- 
tions, the public may be as- 
sured that the North Carolina 
prison administration is get- 
ting results through its pro- 
gram of treatment for pri- 
soners. When a_ prisoner 
passes up the chance to es- 
cape and remains in prison 
for the sake of the opporituni- 
ties it offers him, a great deal 
of progress has been made. 


a 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 


LAW BREAKING 
LEADERS 
A recent survey made by 
the State Highway Commis- 


was made more than 83 per 
cent of them traveled faster 
than the 45 miles per hour 
limit placed on that sort of 
vehicle. 


Then the regular passenger 
car traffic survey revealed that 
this class of vehicle exceeded 
the legal limit of 55 miles in 
only a comparatively infin- 
itesimal 7.2 per cent. 

Thus it can be seen very 
easily that the professional 
drivers of heavy vehicles dif- 
ficult to control] and requiring 
much greater road space than 
the conventional passenger 
car is the real menace of the 
highway if speed is any baro- 
meter for measuring safety. 

One would expect the pro- 
fessional driver who depends 
on his vehicle and the public’s 


sion provides some material|highways for a livelihood to 


for serious thought. 


The check revealed that 32.4 
per cent of the busses checked 


exhibit more care and caution 
and display a more scrupulous 
respect for traffic regulations 


traveled at speeds in excess of |than his brother in the small- 


the legal limit of 55 miles per 


er, lighter, more flexible ve- 


hour on the North Carolina|hicle who uses the highways 


highways. 


largely as a matter of pleasure 


Today’s Chuckles 


“Why do men have hair on their 
chests?” 

“Well, they can’t have every- 
thing.” : 

* * * 

The reason a dog has so many 
friends is that his tail wags in- 
stead of his tongue. 

* * * 

“Do you serve women at this 
bar?” 
“Naw, gotta bring your own.” 

* * * 

Speaker: Mr. Chairman, there 
are so many interruptions I can 
hardly hear myself speak. 

Heckler: Don’t worry; you’re not 
missing much. 

* * * 

Admirer: 
necklace!” 

Filmster: “Yes, isn’t it adorable? 
Made entirely of my wedding 
rings.” 


“What a charming 


* * * 

Reporter Interviewing Castaway 
Marine: “And you and this lovely 
South Sea maiden lived all alone 
on this island for seven: years?” 


Marine: “Well, we did for the 
first year.” 
x ok 


Grandma, are you with the cir- 
cus?” 

“Of course not, my dear. Why?” 

I heard pa say that when you 
came to visit us we’d have an 
elephant on our hands.” 


and convenience. 


Efforts of bus operators to 
maintain close and reasonably 
fast schedules probably is a 
factor in the indisputable per- 
centage figure of speed viola- 
tions. But regardless of the 
motivating forces the fact re- 
mains that the busses with 
their loads of human freight, 
the most precious of all car- 
goes, lead the parade of speed 
law breakers endangering the 
lives of their passengers as 
well as those of others travel- 
ing the roadways. 

A careful and constant 
check should be kept on the 
speed of busses and lines 
guilty of persistent violation 
should be required to forfeit 
their franchises. One or two 
applications of that penalty 
would doubtless result in a 
most meticulous observance of 
the state’s laws.—Greensboro 
Record. 
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More Chuckles 


“Who is that man over there 
‘ napping his fingers?” 
if “That’s a deaf mute with the 
hiccoughs.” 


WHAT’S WRONG WITH THIS PICTURE ? 


* * * 


“You’re the first girl I ever loved,” 

: ‘ : * FIRE 

re aim as he shifted gears with EXRNGUISH 
* * * 

“A wedding ring is nothing but 
a matrimonial tourniquet. It stops 
circulation.” 

* * * 

Luke: “Life was just a big 
empty desert to me until I met 
you.” 

Lulu: “So that’s why you dance 
like a camel!” 

* * * 

They tell of the two ambitious 
little fleas who worked hard and 
saved their money and finally went 
out and bought their own dog. 

* * * 


~ ({ LOOK-- WHATS WRONG 
WITH MY FEET 7 


Rum Head: “I wish I had my 
wife back.” 

Friend: “Where is she?” 

Rum Head: “I swapped her for 
a fifth of liquor.” 

Friend: “And now I suppose you 
realize how much you loved her?” 

Rum Head: “Nope. I’m thirsty 


again.” 
ands) ae HE CAME BACK GOVERNOR Do You Know? 
A lady opened her Westinghouse Sas Zar ee pt aaa Fe 
refrigerator and there sat a little Raleigh.—“I just got tired of (Continued from page one) 1. Governors of 46 states are in- 


rambling around, and I felt like | tin and his departmental personnel, 
somebody was looking for me all |and was prepared under the direc- 
the time,” Herman Marsh told |tion of Cary Prison Farm Super- you know what two states install 
Prisons Inspector Kyle Matthews |intendent Macon Harrison. Present their governors in other months, 
at Central Prison on May 6. at the dinner, besides Raleigh per- ara when? 

Marsh, 24-year old white man |Sonnel of the Equipment Depart- 
of Rockingham, had returned | ment and Commission headquarters, 
voluntarily to the penalinstitution | were a number of outside guests. 


here the day before at 2:30 p.m., |The program, with the exception : 
when he appeared at the gates |of the short address by Governor 3. According to the Bureau of the 
mduncken itn he let ai Cherry, was entirely informal, and Census, in 1940 there were 397 
: Sentenced April 8, 1947 to serve music was provided for dancing at eee uf ae than Eigen Pop- 
(Continued from page one) 5-8 th counts on |the conclusion of the dinner. ulation in the United States. 
door work is likely to mean an in- br are eo dl However, the number of local 
crease in the number of escapes, reaking, entering oF cp teede PRICE TRENDS governmental units serving these 
however, he pointed out. Marsh had been at large since —_——_ cities does not correspond with 
September 3, 1947. Most of the (Continued from page one) the total number of cities. What 


wite wabbit. 

“My goodness,” she cried, “What 
are you doing here?” 

“This is a Westinghouse, isn’t 
it?” 

ees it? is.” 

“Well,” sighed the wittle wite 


wabbit, “I’m westing.’ 
* * * 


stalled in office at ceremonies in 
January following elections. Do 


2. Legislatures of 10 states will 
meet in regular session in 1948. 
Can you name them? 


APRIL PRISON 


Escape Ratings : ; 3 
Escape ratings for the months| ‘ime he had been working in | carcities in metals; steel, particu-| number do you think is closest: 
of March were: Ae as egy had found life larly, is to lead to pressure for| 410; 682; 1,000; 1,367; 1,598? 
Three Stars on the “outside” none too pleasant. some plan of formal allocation. 4. What state adopted a constitu- 
(No Escapes) The only way to get ahead in the Steel demand still exceeds supply} tional amendment in November 


world, he told Matthews he had | ang promises to continue to do so. 


Central Prison and all others barring the use of tax funds ob- 


ith the exception of the following. found, was to ete back to prison |The oil industry wants twice as tained from motor sources for 
. Two Stars and serve his time out. much as it received last year. The| other than highway purposes? 
(One Escape) COMMISSION railroad industry wants and needs| 5 On Jan. 1, each county in one 


more steel for freight cars, loco- 
motives and rails. Household equip- 
ment output may be limited by a 
cut in steel supply. 

The plan now is to let the steel 
industry and its customers agree . In es ae : CAE nen fo 
on a system of allocation; however, tion of highway engineers and 
this could become too difficult on a technicians has left the United 


Avery 1001, New Hanover 306, 
Orange 507, Wilkes 809, Davie 804, 
Forsyth 805, Robeson 609. 

One Star 
(Two Escapes) 

Richmond 1706, Chatham 601, 
Macon 1009. 

Recaptures in March ran slightly 


of the 48 states was required to 
unify its road work under the 
direction of a single county road 
commissioner. What state is it? 


(Continued from page one) 
and Chief Engineer W. Vance Baise 
said that he would consider it “ex- 
tremely dangerous” to divert traffic 
from it to less adequate routes. 
Tentative date for the next let- 
ting was set for May 25 and the 


higher than the number of escapes, | date for he next Commission meet- voluntary basis. Then formal allo- States to set up a long-range 
a total of 16 men having been re-|ing for June 3. All of the commis- cation may come. =~ program for a foreign country. 
turned to the custody of the State’s|sioners were present for the April]! Bamboo is the world’s tallest What country is it? 

penal officials. 29 meeting . grass. Answers on Page Four 
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Penal League Reports 
Recent Games Played 
By Woodville Tigers 


Hertford.—The Woodville Tigers, 
ace baseball ‘team of the Eastern 
Carolina Penal League, have re- 
cently won one game by a score of 
nine to five, and lost one by a score 
of eight to six,,according to ‘Super- 
intendent —E. 8. Fulghum of the 
Woodville Camp: ~ 

Noting. that. the ‘Rodudo Ace: 
won over the Tigers by a score of 


eight to-six-on April 25, Fulghum 


reports! “The Roduco. team. won 
because of ‘very unfair decisions. by 
the umpire. He walked many bat- 
ters when-he had-only called two or 
three balls:: on: them: ‘The umpire 
was so manifestly unfair that th 
stiperintendent of the ‘Woodville 
Camp team. was compelled .to call 
the Tigers pros a diamond, in--the 
eighth inning.” 


‘Reporting. a’ “winning : Score of 


nine to five by the, Tigers, over the 
Elizabeth City Little Giants on 
May 2, -Fulghum writes that “the 
game was tied twice. Washington 


for the Tigers brough:in two runs|:” 


with:a two-base hit.' Coble for the 


Tigers -also..got. a. two-base. hit to} <0... 
bring in two men who were walked| . 


by the Little Giant pitcher. Hardi- 
son for the Tigers struck out 11 
men and Booker for the Little 
Giants struck out four men. The 
game was called in the last of the 
seventh inning on account of dark- 
ness.” 

The really big game reported by 
Fulghum, however, was the contest 
between the Woodville Tigers and 
the Caledonia Prison Farm team 
on May 8. The Woodville team won, 
eight to two, and Fulghum noted 
that “the attendance was large with 
over 1,300. paid admissions. The 
proceeds went to the fund for the 
aid of crippled children, and was 
sponsired by t ehRoanoke Valley 
Shrine Club.” 


APRIL TRAFFIC 

Raleigh.—North Carolina’s high- 
way traffic in April established a 
new high for that month, according 
to Statistics Engineer James 5S. 
Burch, who reports that the figure 
reached was 11 per cent above that 
established in April, 1947. 

In addition, Burch reported that 
the April traffic volume this year 
was 19 per cent higher than the 
. traffic volume for April, 1946. April 
1946, he points out, is the seven- 
teenth consecutive month in which 
a new record for the month has 
been established. Traffic volume in- 
formation is secured by the Divi- 
sion of Statistics and Planning 
through the use of 20 full-time 
automatic traffic counters. 
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PRISON SUPERVISORS 


Shown ‘pap as. they: adsembled’ in Raleigh Wocently for a statewide | 
meeting, are Prison’ Supervisors | ‘Fred L. ‘Alley, J. T. Thomason, J. M. 
Horne, J. R. Hooks,..C. D..Wieker, J “M> Barnes, State Penal Director 
Clyde O. Robinson, J. F. Biles,” Ralph. C. Lee, Chief Prisons aoa 
Kyle Matthews and P. E. ts (Photo. by W.’K. Mingis.)" 


Baise Addresses Civil Engineers Group — 


Tennesseee: Valley Section of the 
American Society of Civil Engi- 
neers at, the George Vanderbilt 
Hotel here May 5, Chief Engineer 
W. Vance Baise of the State High- 
way and Public Works Commission 
reviewed the record of road work 
done since the end of World War 
II, and outlined plans for the re- 
location of U.S. 19 and 23 here. 

Addressing the group on the 
latter project, Baise noted that 
“Asheville is located near the cen- 
ter of the mountainous area of 
Western North Carolina, and from 
a topographical standpoint it is in 
a rolling valley, traversed by the 
French Broad River. The city had 
a 1940 population of 51,310, and 
has expanded considerably since 
then. It is not only a major resort 
city, but is the distribution center 
for about 10 per cent of North 
Carolina and certain areas of East 
Tennessee, Northern Georgia, and 
Northwest South Carolina.” 

After an origin-destination sur- 
vey conducted here last summer, 
and intensive study of other aspects 
of the problem, the Highway Com- 
mission finally. approved a new 


/West Asheville Bridge, he told the 


engineers group. “The bridge and 
approaches,” he declared, “will con- 
nect an extension of Patton Avenue 
in Asheville with Haywood Road 
at the intersection of Johnson Bou- 
levard, near the West Asheville city 
limits. The bridge itself will span 
the river as well as four tracks of 


 Rehavillalelpeengube eee. 


At Meeting Held May oth In Asheville 


.O = 


the “Southern | expences and “will 
make provisions for a future re- 


location of Riverside Drive under | 


the bridge, but above high water. 
The bridge will have a total length 
of 1,228 feet, and will consist of 
nine spans, seven of which will be 
continuous plate girders, with one 
reinforced concrete deck grider 
span on the west end, and one rigid 
frame approach span on the east 
and over the proposed location of 
Riverside Drive.” 

“The roadway approaches for 
the relocation of U.S. 19 and 238 will 
involve securing sufficient right-of- 
way,” Baise told the engineers here, 
“so that a future divided highway 
can be constructed. At this time, 
however, it is only proposed that 


'we will pave one twenty-four foot 


lant to be placed on one side of the 


proposed future median strip, ex-| 


cept there is provision for a Y con- 
nection into the heart of the busi- 


iness section of West Asheville.” 


“The project, when completed, 


will no doubt materially relieve the | 
traffic situation from Asheville west, | 


but in order to relieve the traffic 
situation through he business sec- 


ion and east of Asheville, it will} 


require a similar arterial highway 
constructed from the end of this 
proposed project, to the Beau- Cat- 
cher Tunnel at the east city limits.” 

“It is hoped that sufficient funds 


may be found to take care of such: 


a project within the reasonable 
future.” 
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| Shop Transfer Plans 
| Wait At Fayetteville 
Pending Navy Actio 


Fayetteville. — Third Division 
highway officials and employes here 
are all ready to start moving that 
surplus machine shop from the 
Navy base at Camp Davis except 


for one thing—the Navy Depart- 


ment hasn’t sent through the final 
papers yet. 

Negotiations for cranetedt of the 
property were completed more than 
two weeks ago, according to Equip- | 
ment Engineer S. C. Austin, but 
the signal to go ahead has not been 
received from Washington yet. In 


; | preparation for the removal of the 


shop from Camp Davis and its re- 
erection. here, however, plans of 
the installation have been secured 
and photostatic copies of them have 
been made. 


When the surplus Navy shop can 
be moved, complete facilities for 
mechanical construction and repair 
work will be available here for the 
first time since last December 15, 
when a gasoline fire destroyed a 
shop installation valued at. more 
than $200,000. In exchange for the 
surplus machine shop, which con- 
sists of an all-metal building and 
its equipment, the State Highway 
and Public Works Commission has 
entered into an agreement with the 
Navy to maintain certain roads in 
the ‘Camp Davis area which were 
‘constructed during World War II 
by military forces. ' 


Do You Know? Answers 


1. Kentucky’s governor takes office 
on the sixth Tuesday after Nov. 
1, and the governor of Louisiana 
is sworn in on the second Tues- 
day in May. 

2. California, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Massachusetts, Mississippi, New 
Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, 
South Carolina and Virginia. 
California’s legislature meets 
under a new act providing that 
the legislature shall meet an- 
nually; but the session in even 
years is to be a budget session. 

3. The 397 cities of more than 25,- 

_ 000 population were served bygm 
a total of 1,598 local govern 
mental units ,which includes the 

. 897 cities and 1,201 other local 
governments. “Layering” of gov- 
erments is most extensive in 
Arkansas, where the state’s two 
cities of more than 25,000 popu- 
lation are served by 63 local 
governmental units. 

4, Ohio—the 20th state to adopt 
such legislation. 

5. California. 

6. Turkey. 

From “Better Roads” 


